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        WATCHFULNESS IS OF THE ESSENCE 
 
                      REFERENCE   Matthew  24:44 

 
Long ago, when a major event occurred that demanded the full attention of the public, newspaper editors used 
extra large print, dubbed, “SECOND COMING” print, the largest available. Uniquely, Advent is about the 
Second Coming of your Lord to receive you to eternal glories in body and soul. You stand watchful for this 
sudden appearing of the Babe of Bethlehem, now the Grand Christus Rex of eternal Judgment. You find Him 
In today's Second Coming print: The Holy Scripture. 
 
But, not all are watchful. Most are asleep, packed with Rapid Eye Movement,  unaware of the impending  
Judgment. Those not ready - sleepers - will be committed to the  regions of darkness, to weep and gnash their 
teeth in untold  anger at the CHRIST. We, also, have a problem with daylight shuteye, disregarding His essen-
tial Word of warning. Because you don’t know when the Master of the house is coming and, therefore, should 
be doubly ready, you are somewhat heedless. 
 
To be sure, He stands at the gates, ready to bring this present world to a thundering climax and blaze of incin-
eration. You're saved both now and at the Day of His coming, salvation having been given you in Baptism, in 
the Sacrament of the Altar and the preached Gospel -  I forgive you all your sins. That Day is coming. You are 
ready and will not be lost, guaranteed to you and by your Second Coming Print. 
 
Pastor Hamer, Emeritus 
John 5:24  
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Dear Pastors, Kantors and Members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
 
Saturday, November 13, what a splendid day it was! Over 200 gathered in the Sanctuary to listen to the remarkable speech given by 
Bishop Juhana Pohjola from the Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland. Pohjola is being persecuted by the Finnish Gov-
ernment for having the courage to confess the biblical view that marriage is the lifelong union of one man and one woman, as Scrip-
ture says, “Male and female he created them.” Finland’s Prosecutor General has charged the Bishop with “incitement against a group 
of people,” namely hate speech. His court date is January 24.  If convicted he could be heavily fined and given a prison sentence.  
Pohjola’s speech was followed by a glorious choral Matins. My estimate is that about half in attendance were from St. Paul. They 
were joined by others who came from the Ft Wayne vicinity and still others who came from places as distant as Indianapolis, Ohio, 
Michigan, Illinois. Imagine that, so many came out on a cold Saturday morning to worship and to support Bishop Pohjola and faith-
ful Lutherans in Finland. 
 
The event was jointly organized by the International Lutheran Council, St. Paul’s (Worship) and the Decatur Circuit (Lunch at the 
District Office). St. Paul’s was able to live stream both Bishop Pohjola’s speech and the service of Matins. St. Paul’s new recording 
system made it possible to live stream a very professional and high-quality recording.  The recording is saved on the International 
Lutheran Council homepage where you can watch it at your convenience.  ilcouncil.org  
 
I am very proud of the members of St. Paul’s. Your attendance was noticed by many Lutherans in Finland who watched the Saturday 
events. Finnish Lutherans, whose pastor is being persecuted, know that they are not alone. You were there to support their beloved 
Pastor and Bishop and thus you also supported and encouraged them. They saw you pray for them at the inspiring choral Matins.  
 
I want to extend my deepest gratitude to Pastors Cage and Hoem, to Kantors Hildebrand and Machemer, and to so many others who 
volunteered to help with the event and whose attendance gave powerful witness and encouragement to our brothers and sisters in 
Christ in Finland. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Timothy Quill 
Visitation Pastor at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
General Secretary of the International Lutheran Council. 
 
FYI. The event at St. Paul’s was just one stop in the three city Bishop Pohjola Speaking Tour which began on Capitol Hill at the Alli-
ance Defending Freedom International on Nov. 10; St. Paul’s on Nov. 13 and ended at First Lutheran Church in Boston on Nov.16. 
The Boston event was jointly organized by Pastor James Hopkins and our “old” shepherd, Pastor Peter Gregory. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                   
   Bishop Juhana Pohjola 
 

      On August 1, 2021, Rev. Dr. Juhana Pohjola was consecrated Bishop of the Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland. He enters the role at a challenging time: Bishop 

Pohjola faces criminal charges in Finland for his role in publishing a 2004 booklet which 

articulates historic Christian teaching on human sexuality. 

 

       Should it be illegal to identify homosexual activity as sinful? That’s the question fac-

ing Bishop Pohjola now, seventeen years after the booklet was first published. He and the 

booklet’s author, Dr. Päivi Räsänen (a Finnish Member of Parliament), have been charged 

by Finland’s Prosecutor General with “incitement against a group of people.” 

 

      What can we learn from Bishop Pohjola’s story? How should we respond to a world 

that is increasingly intolerant of Christian beliefs? And what does Scripture have to say to 

us about being persecuted on account of our faith in Christ?  

 



 

Welcome To Our Newest Members! 
Below are the pictures from our New Member Reception held on November 14, 2021. 

Thanks be to God that the St. Paul’s family is growing! 
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Tyler,  Neill, Angela, Austin, & Adrianna Germann 
Magnolia, Savanna, & Poppy Schneider, Jasper Stuck 

Madison, Shawn, Megan, Ethan & Olivia Kavanaugh, Aaron & Annalise  Highley 
Luke, Emily, Jason, & John Thompson 

Mark & Brianna Vandre, Sophie, Kristin, Charlie & Pastor Hoem  
 

photo Credit: Bob Heniser—Not all new members present  
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Ask the Pastor… 
If you have a question for the pastors, anything 

at all, please submit your questions to the 

church secretary at lvandre@stpaulsfw.org.  

Each month the pastors will pick a question to 

answer for the congregation. This is meant to 

be fun and educational.   

 

 

Here’s The Question:  
Pastor, our seminary field workers often 

read the scriptures during the Divine Service 

on Sunday mornings. Typically they read the 

Old Testament and the Epistle, then the pas-

tor steps in and reads the Gospel.  

Why doesn’t the field worker read the Gos-

pel?   

 

This answer comes from Pastor Cage, “ According 

to Lutheran practice, the Old Testament (or occa-

sional “First Reading”) and Epistle may be read by a 

layman like our seminary fieldworkers. These are 

men assigned to our congregation for two years of 

training under the supervision of the called pastors 

as part of their instruction in learning the task of 

pastor. At the conclusion of those readings, our 

response is always “Thanks be to God” for this 

Word He gives us to hear. Since the pastors are 

the called and ordained servants of the church to 

proclaim the Gospel, it will usually be the Cele-

brant (the pastor who presides at the Holy Com-

munion, or another invited ordained minister) who 

will then read the Gospel as the Gospel always re-

ceives special honor because, in the liturgical sense, 

Christ Himself here stands before us and speaks to 

us. We always stand for the Gospel and speak/sing 

the appointed versicles because these words are 

directly to our Lord Christ. 

 

P: “The Holy Gospel according to St. _____, the 

__chapter” 

C: “Glory to you, O Lord, “, and following,  

P: “This is the Gospel of the Lord,“  

C: “Praise to You, O Christ.” 


